
The broadcast flag is a monumentally misguided rule. It willseverely damage
consumers' fair-use rights, affect the computer industry
since TVs and compuiters are converging and damage innovation.

Most importantly: It will not help copyright holders AT ALL! Most of the
pirated content available on the net originates in the far east. The net
has not made it easier to obtain content, it has made it proliferate at
staggering rates. This means that a SINGLE successful "capture" of
content, whether via camera or hacked TV is sufficient. Given billions
of TVs, only ONE is needed to break this. The content would then be
distributed instantly and globally. I have personally witnessed several
"pirated" copies of movies which are in .
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This rule will not stop piracy. It will be completely inneffectual. Of
course, the media robber-barons already know this. This is not intended
to stop piracy. It is intended to put a complete stranglehold on media
and control the way the end user chooses to use content they have
already paid for. It is all about controlling, just like with DVDs where
you cannot fast-forward through the previews. It is part of a clear plan
to get complete control from production to eyeball, in order to stiffle
competition and strengthen monopolies. still in the theatres, with clear
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course, the media robber-barons already know this. This is not intended
to stop piracy. It is intended to put a complete stranglehold on media
and control the way the end user chooses to use content they have
already paid for. It is all about controlling, just like with DVDs where
you cannot fast-forward through the previews. It is part of a clear plan
to get complete control from production to eyeball, in order to stiffle
competition and strengthen monopolies. If this kills the Internet and
any possibility of new distribution models or grass-roots creativity and
art, so much the better for the media robber-barons.

You are either ignoring the facts or you have sold out. Either way, this
is a terrible rule and a blatantly wrongheaded one as well.

PS.  ===

Also, if you would like to get more comments (no really, you REALLY mean
it when you request comments from the public, right? right?), perhaps
you could start behaving like the federal COMMUNICATIONS commission and



put a DAMN WEB FORM on your website for comments. All the information
entered above could be completed in a single step from a web form, much
faster and easier. This is after all the 21st century. On behalf of all
other Internet citizens I would like to WELCOME YOU to the new
communications medium.

Geez, no wonder you pass rules like this... You really don't have a clue
what you're messing with... You can't even COMMUNICATE with your own
constituents, the citizens effectively. How can we be expected to take
you seriously? Oh right, I forgot, you don't care what we think...


